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University Area Commission | Governance Committee Report 
Meeting Details: Wednesday January 3, 2018, Northwood and High Building, Started 6:09 PM and Ended 6:55 PM   
 
Attendance: (P: Present, A: Absent, E: Excused, G: Guest, R: Resigned) Doreen Uhas-Sauer(P), Lauren Squires (P), 
Steve Volkmann (P), Omar Elhagmusa (A), Andrew Frankhouser (E), Susan Keeney (G), Rory Krupp (G) and David 
Hegley (P)  

 
1. Discussed Commissioner training/orientation for 2018 

 
• Some of the key areas we would like to focus training 

o Focus of the training this year would be a panel discussion on Zoning and the issues impacting not only the University 
Area but the areas of the City surrounding the University area. 

o Provide an explanation on how the Area Commissions interact with BZA and City Council getting different perspectives 
from each of the panel members about their experiences. 

o Provide background on BZA and who the BZA in Columbus is similar and different from all the other BZA in cities across 
America 

o Focus of the explanation from the panel should be kept to the basics of zoning code to make sure those attending the 
training have a strong foundation in the fundamentals of zoning. 

o Another important aspect of the training should focus on making sure everyone understands what the Commission can do 
versus what it can do. 
§ This may be helpful especially for new Commissioners who plan to come on the Commission and change the shape 

of zoning in the area only to later find out what is possible and what is not. 
§ Focus on the Commissions purview in zoning is nothing more than and advisory role to the City Council and BZA. 
§ Explain the BZA and historically how the Columbus City Attorney’s office has interpreted the Duncan 

Factors/standards in regards granting variances  
§ Explain how the Commissions actions today on zoning issues have a lasting impact on the community due to the 

variances staying with the property not just the owner bringing the variance to the Commission today 
 

• Timing for the training was decided to be the first Wednesday in March.  The goal would be to get all the Chairs to agree to 
give up their normal meeting in March to accommodate this panel discussion.   
o The final date and time will be set at an Executive Meeting following the January UAC full commission meeting 
o There was also some discussion about recording the session to be used in future podcasts being planned in the 

Community Relations Committee 
 

• Ways to get more involvement in the training 
o This year we would like to invite members from other Area Commissions around the UAC.  These would primarily being 

the Zoning chairs of each of the following Commissions: 
§ Clintonville 
§ Victorian Village 
§ Milo Grogan 
§ Italian Village 

o Susan Keeney will reach out to her counterparts on these Commissions and see if they would be willing to participate in a 
Zoning Panel discussion 

 
• A bus trip for all Commissioners through the University area will be considered 

o This would be separate from the Zoning Panel discussion and all Commissioners are strongly encouraged to attend. 
o Doreen Uhas-Sauer will create a survey for the January Commission meeting to gauge peoples interest in 4 different 

timing options. 
o Ideally we would like to have the bus tour sometime in February ahead of the panel discussion. 
o The bus tour will try to cover two key training areas in tangible ways. 

§ Zoning:   
• Show areas where zoning changes or variances have had a positive impact on the Community 
• Show areas where zoning changes or variances had a negative effect on the community 

§ Code Enforcement: 
• Look for examples of code violations 
• Provide some background on why these are deemed code violations under City of Columbus Code\ 

 
2. Discussed what should be in the annual report: 

• Main focus would be on what the Committee accomplished this year 
• Report should also include the items not completed so the next Committee will have a starting point for the new year 
• All reports must be submitted in writing and they are due at the annual meeting 

 
 
Next meeting February 7 @ 6:00 PM in Room 100, Northwood & High Building 

 
 


