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University Area Commission | Governance Committee Report 
Meeting Details: Wednesday August 3, 2016, Northwood and High Building, Started 6:18 PM and Ended 7:00 PM   
 
Attendance: (P: Present, A: Absent, E: Excused, G: Guest, R: Resigned) Sharon Young (P), Doreen Uhas-Sauer(P), 
Rachel Beeman (P), Steve Volkmann (E), Alex Wesaw (P) and David Hegley (P)  
 

Agenda:  
1. Open discussion on by law changes we completed first reading in July 2016 

• Motion to change UAC By Law  Article II, Section 4: 
o There was no discussion on this proposed by law change 
o The Committee will go forward with the second reading of the this by law change for a full vote by 

the Commission. 
• Motion to change UAC By Law Article VI, Section 1: 

o This change is to move the elections to 2 Wednesday evenings in November.   
o This change aligns with the evenings for the election with the first Wednesday Committee night 

and the November UAC full Commission meeting. 
o There were a few concerns brought up about this: 

§ During that time it would be difficult for some graduate students at Ohio State to get out 
since many have evening classes. 

§ Many families often work at this time or are coming home with parental or other non work 
duties making it difficult to get out on a Wednesday night. 

§ Something else to consider is to try to solve the absentee ballot issue which originally 
drove offering Wednesday evening voting. 

§ By changing this by law we must also change Election rule 7.1, which will be voted on in 
this meeting.  However, we must validate we are in compliance with Article VI Section 9 
paragraph c stating that election rules cannot be changed within 45 days before an 
election. 

• Based on current by laws the first day of elections this year is November 2, 2016, 
which means all changes must be completed by September 18, 2016 

• The second reading of Election rule changes will not be scheduled until 
September 21.  This is a correction from the meeting, where the chair was 
calculating based on the first Saturday in November, not the Wednesday 
proceeding the first Saturday in November. 

 
2. Discuss proposed Election Rules changes  

• Election Rule Changes: 

Election Rule 7.1 reads:  The polls shall be open from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm on the Wednesday 
preceding the first Saturday in November.  On the first Saturday in November the Polls shall be 
open from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm. 
o Motion made by Beeman and seconded by Uhas-Sauer to change Election rule 7.1 

to read: 
o The polls shall be open from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm.  
o Voting Yes: Uhas-Sauer, Beeman, Wesaw and Hegley, No: Young.  Motion passed 

4-1. 
o This item was planned to bring to the Commission for a first reading in August, however, 

based on the confirmed dates, moving forward with changing the election timing is not 
possible since both the by laws and election rules have to be changed prior to 45 days 
before the election which is not possible at the September Commission meeting 

 

Next meeting: September 7, 2016 @ 6:00 PM in Room 100 Northwood & High Building 

 


